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SUBJECT: VIETNAMESE FOREIGN MINISTER VISITS EAST GERMANY 

1 . EAST GEMAN PARTY ORGAN NEUES DEUTSCHLAND (ND) OF 27 
JULY REPORTS VISIT OF VIETNAMESE FOREIGN MINISTER NGUYEN 
DUY TRINH TO THE GDR WHERE HE MET WITH CHAIRMAN OF THE 
COUNCIL OF MINISTERS WILLI STOPH AND FOREIGN MINISTER OSKAR 
FISCHER. PRESS COVERAGE OF THE DISCUSSIONS CONTANED 
THE NORMAL EXPRESSIONS OF SOCIALIST BROTHERHOOD AND 
COMRADELY COOPERATION. HOWEVER, NO SPECIFIC AGREEMENTS FROM 
THIS VISIT HAVE BEEN ANNOUNCED TO DATE. 
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2. THIS VISIT IS ONE IN A SERIES BY RANKING VIETNAMESE 
OFFICIALS TO THE GDR IN RECENT MONTHS. THE VISITORS HAVE 
INCLUDED A DELEGATION HEADED BY CENTRAL COMMITTEE 
CHAIRMAN HOANG QUOC VIET AT THE NINTH CONGRESS 
OF THE FREE GERMAN TRADE UNION ASSOCIATION (FDGB) IN 
MID-MAY, CHAIRMAN OF THE STATE PLANNING COMMISSION LE 
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THANH NGHI ( WHO ALSO MET WITH STOPH) ON JULY 6, 

NGUYEN DAC NGOC OF THE PROPAGANDA COMMISSION AND TO 
HUNG OF THE CNETRAL COMMITTEE IN MID-JULY, AND A VERY 
LOW-KEY VISIT BY LE DUC THO ON JULY 15 TO MEET WITH 
SED PARTY SECRETARY PAUL VERNER. 

3. THESE VISITS REFLECT THE GDR'S CONTINUING INTEREST 
IN VIETNAM AND PROBABLY ALSO DEMONSTRATE THE IMPORTANCE 
OF THIS MOST ECOMICALLY DEVELOPED COMMUNIST STATE 
TO THE VIETNAMESE RECONSTRUCTION AND DEVELOPMENT PLANS. 
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